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Press Release

Wings of Wonder: Bird Tourism Workshop Promotes Sustainable and Responsible
Tourism in the Islands

Sri Vijaya Puram, September 2026 As part of the celebrations of World Tourism Day 2026, a two-
day Bird Tourism Workshop was organised for students of the BBA Tourism - Eco-Tourism Club, JNRM.
Port Blair, on 21-22 September 2026 = The initiative aimed to introduce young tourism professionals to the
rich avifaunal diversity of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands and highlight the potential of bird tourism as a
sustainable, responsible and nature-based tourism activity

The workshop combined interactive classroom sessions with practical field birding. covering bird
identification, bird-watching techniques, binocular use, field ethics, habitat understanding, nature
interpretation and opportunities for local livelihoods linked to responsible tourism. The sessions were led by
Mr. Arun Singh, local bird expert and founder of Andaman Bird Tour, who familiarised the students with the
Islands’ endemic and other significant bird species and provided practical guidance on ethical birding and
responsible wildlife observation. Adding a tourism and community perspective, the Owner of Pristine Beach
Resort and President, North & Middle Andaman Chamber of Commerce, shared insights into the scope for
community-oriented eco-tourism and nature-based tourism, particularly in North and Middle Andaman. The
second day took the learning into the field with a birding expedition to Chidiayatapu and Chidiyatapu Reserve
Forest. Students gained hands-on experience in observing and identifying endemic, forest and coastal bird
species while understanding the importance of habitat protection and responsible interaction with wildlife.

The workshop was supported by the Department of Tourism, Andaman & Nicobar Administration. as

part of the activities being undertaken to mark World Tourism Day 2026, under the theme “Digital Agenda
and Artificial Intelligence to Redesign Tourism.” The initiative also demonstrated the broader scope of
tourism beyond conventional sightseeing by promoting nature-based experiences, conservation awareness and
skill development among young tourism students. The Department acknowledged the support of Principal.
INRM, for facilitating the programme, and faculty members from BBA tourism for their coordination and
support. The programme brought together education, bird-watching, eco-tourism and conservation.
encouraging students to explore emerging opportunities in bird guiding, nature interpretation and responsible
tourism, while strengthening awareness of the Islands’ unique natural heritage. &ﬂ ’1
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 Sri Vijaya Puram, dated the 22 Sept, 2026.
Cony to:-

I. PSto Secy. (IP&T) for kind information of Secy. (IP&T).

2. PA to Director (IP&T) for kind information of Director (IP&T).

3. The Chief Editor, Daily Telegrams, Sri Vijaya Puram with the request to publish the above item as
press release.

4. The Chief Editor, Dweep Samachar, Sri Vijaya Puram with the request to publish the above item as
press release.

5. The Director, Doordarshan Kendra, Sri Vijaya Puram.

- The Deputy Director (News) All India Radio, Sri Vijaya Puram.
/I'hc In-charge, I'T cell for information with the direction to upload the same in the Tourism website.
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